
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) 
417 Gidding Suite 100, Clovis, NM 88101 

 

June 1, 2022 

Dear Volunteer, 

Here is your copy of the Curry County Senior Volunteer Newsletter for June 2022. If you are 

currently volunteering in some capacity at a volunteer station or from your home, we are 

enclosing an Junetimesheet to record your hours.  Please include your hours of service and 

provide a short description of your activities. You may return your completed timesheet, ei-

ther in person at our office or mail it in before June 12, 2022. 

 

We are actively looking for five additional Foster Grandparents. If you know of anyone 

that may be interested please let me know or pass along my information to them. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call me at 575-763-6009 or 

you can e-mail me at: nbernal@currycounty.org 

  

Sincerely, 

Neicee Bernal 

Curry County RSVP/FGP Director  



I will get things done for America – to make our people 
safer, smarter, and healthier. 
 
When faced with a pressing challenge, I will bring Ameri-
cans of all generations together to strengthen our com-
munities. 
 
When faced with children at risk, I will help them stay in 
school and on track for a brighter future. 
 
When faced with older adults in need, I will provide sup-
port and compassion so they may age with grace and dig-
nity. 
 
Working for the greatest good, I will use my lifetime of ex-
periences to improve my country, my community, and my-
self through service. 
 

CURRY COUNTY  RETIRED & SENIOR VOLUNTEER  PROGRAM 
(RSVP) 

& 
FOSTER GRANDPARENT PROGRAM (FGP) 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Casey Peacock            United Way-RSVP/FGP Council Chair 
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                                        Vice  Chair 
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Shelly Winn   6/1/1950 

Judy Wade   6/4/1954 

Orlin Sisneros   6/9/1940 

Pat Morris   6/7/1955 

Benjamin Moralez   6/20/1949 

Patricia Mondragon   6/15/1952 

Bonnie Miller   6/30/1950 

Joy Melton   6/9/1934 

Francis Helker   6/21/1946 



 

 

CURRY COUNTY 
COMMISSION 

 
Robert Sandoval    District 1 

Tom Martin             District 2 

Chet Spear          District 3 

Seth Martin             District 4 

Robert Thornton    District 5                  

 

 Administration 

Lance A. Pyle 
County Manager 

RSVP  & FGP Staff 
Neicee Bernal 

Program Director 
Susan Alman 

Program Assistant 
 

Curry County  
Volunteer Stations  

 

Baxter-Curren Center 

                   (575) 762-3631 

Senior Service     

                    (575) 769-7913 

La Casa   Senior Center             

                    (575) 762-8110 

Melrose  Senior Center               

                    (575) 253-4261 

Texico Senior Center   

                    (575) 482-3835 

CRSMA                

                     (575) 762-9405 

Eastern NM Food Bank  

                     (575) 763-6130 

Salvation Army   

Happy Father’s Day 
Father’s Day celebrates and honors the men who have embraced 
the essential role of fatherhood. On this day, we also thank fathers 
and father figures for the sacrifices they make, for embracing the 
responsibility of nurturing and raising children, and for devotion to 
their family.  

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 19, 2022! Ever wondered how Father’s 
Day came to be? Father’s Day was first celebrated after the worst 
mining accident in U.S. history.  
The first known Father’s Day service occurred in Fairmont, West 
Virginia, on July 5, 1908, after hundreds of men died in the worst 
mining accident in U.S. history. The Sunday service happened be-
cause of the efforts of Grace Golden Clayton, the daughter of a 
dedicated reverend. While missing her own dad, who had died in 
1896, Mrs. Clayton wanted to honor the many fathers who had 
died in the mining explosion, which killed more than 360 men and 

RSVP/FGP Programs 

Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP)  

If you are 55 years of age or older, a resident of Curry County and would like to 

connect with others, share the years of your experience, and make an impact 

within your community, we have a senior volunteer position for you! Whatev-

er your experience, ability or amount of time you have to donate, we need 

you! 

Foster Grand Parents (FGP) 

The Foster Grandparent Program is a local, state and federally funded program 

for qualified agencies and organizations for the dual purpose of engaging per-

sons 55 years of age and older with a volunteer service to meet critical com-

munity needs; and to provide a high quality experience that will enrich the 

lives of the volunteers and those they come into contact with. Program funds 

are to be used to support Foster Grandparents in providing supportive, person 

to person service to children with exceptional needs, or in circumstances that 

limit their academic, social, or emotional needs.  The volunteer service is done 



 



AS OF MAY 26, 2022 

Hermits Peak/Calf Canyon 312,230 acres have burned. It is 
reported by New Mexico Forestry Division that it is 47% 
contained, and that 3,091 firefighters and personnel are in-
volved. This fire started April 6, 2022, and was caused by 
Spot fires from prescribed burn. Calf Canyon cause is under 
investigation.  

 

Black Fire Daily Update: 5/26/22, 179,539 acres have 
burned, It is only 13% contained. It is 31 miles NW of Truth 
or Consequences. There are 777 personnel working on this 
fire and 2 structures have been lost. This fire was Human-
caused and is under investigation. 

 

Cerro Pelado Fire Daily Update Thursday, May 26, 2022, 46,605 acres have burned, it is 92% 
contained, there are 434 personnel involved at this point. This fire started April 22, 2022 and the 
cause is unknown. 

 

Bear Trap Fire Update – May 26, 2022, 33,196 acres have burned, It is 28% contained, There 
are 558 firefighter personnel involved. This fire started May 1, 2022, the cause is undetermined. 
Bear Trap Fire is located in San Mateo Mountains, in Socorro County. 

The state of New Mexico Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department have implement-
ed these fire restrictions and they are in effect as of 12:00 p.m. Friday, April 22, 2022, until re-
scinded. Smoking is prohibited except in enclosed buildings, within vehicles equipped with ash-
trays, and on paved or surfaced roads, developed recreation sites, or while stopped in an area at 
least three feet in diameter that is barren or cleared of all flammable material. 

 

Fireworks use is prohibited on lands covered wholly or in part in timber, brush, grass, grain, or 
other flammable vegetation 

 

Campfires are prohibited, except as provided for herein. The State Forester grants an exception 
where cooking or heating devices use kerosene, white gas, or propane as a fuel in an improved 
camping area that is cleared of flammable vegetation for at least 30 feet or has a water source. 
The State Forester is also allowing exceptions for charcoal grills and wood and coal stoves 

Open burning. (i.e., burning of cropland, fields, rangeland, debris burning, slash piles, prescribed 
burning, or weed burning) is prohibited 

 

Mescalero Apache Indian Reservation Imposes Stage 3 Closure Due to Extreme Fire Danger – 
May 24, 2022 .Due to high fire danger, the Mescalero Apache Reservation announced Tuesday 

https://nmfireinfo.com/2022/05/24/mescalero-apache-indian-reservation-imposes-stage-3-closure-due-to-extreme-fire-danger-may-24-2022/


 

 
    

 
June is the month with the longest daylight hours of the 
year in the Northern Hemisphere, and conversely, June 
has the shortest daylight hours of the year in the South-
ern Hemisphere. 
 
June’s birthstone is the pearl, the Moonstone and the Al-
exandrite. 
 
The June birth flower is the Rose and the Honeysuckle. 
 
In 2009 June was the 662 most popular name for girls in 
the USA. 
 
June is derived from Juno, the goddess of marriage. 
 
In both common and leap years, no other month begins on 
the same day of the week as June. Weird, isn’t it? 
 
June is international men’s month. 
 
June is accordion awareness month, as well as candy, dairy 
and papaya month.  
 

Here are more fun things to celebrate this June: 

June 1: Say Something Nice Day 

June 3: Chimborazo Day 

June 6: National Yo-Yo Day 

June 8: Upsy Daisy Day 

June 21: Go Skateboarding Day 

June 30: Asteroid Day  



 
Tomatoes take 60 days to more than 100 days to harvest, depending on the variety 
 
Select a site with full sun! In southern regions, light afternoon shade will help tomatoes to sur-
vive and thrive. Tomatoes are long-season, heat-loving plants that won’t tolerate frost, so wait 
until the weather has warmed up in the spring. 
 
Transplant your seedlings (or your nursery-grown plants) into the ground outdoors after all dan-
ger of frost has passed and the soil is at least 60°F. 
 
Place tomato stakes or cages in the soil at planting. Staking and caging keep developing fruit off 
the ground (to avoid disease and pests) and also help the plant to stay upright. 
 
Water in the early morning so that plants have sufficient moisture to make it through a hot day. 
 
Avoid overhead watering and afternoon watering. Water at the base/soil level of a plant to avoid 

splashing water on the leaves (which invites disease). 
 
Leave garden tomatoes on the vine as long as possible. 
 
Harvest tomatoes when they are firm and very red, regardless of size, with perhaps some yellow 
remaining around the stem. Harvest tomatoes of other colors (orange, yellow, purple, or another 
rainbow shade) when they turn the correct color. 
 
Never place tomatoes on a sunny windowsill to ripen. They may rot before they are ripe! 

 
WIT AND WISDOM 

 
The tomato has a strange history because it’s of American origin but it was unknown as a food in 

this country. Spanish explorers brought the seed to Europe and then it returned to the 
New World! 

 
Initially, tomatoes were thought to be poisonous and only grown in the 19th century as an orna-

mental plant  called “The Apple of Paradise” in Germany and “The Apple of Love” in France. 
 
The mistaken idea that tomatoes were poisonous probably arose because the plant belongs to the 

Nightshade family, of which some species are truly poisonous.  
 
In 1781, there is record of Thomas Jefferson, an experimental farmer, raising tomatoes for 

his guests! 
 
Ease a headache by drinking tomato juice blended with fresh basil. 
 
Growing Tomatoes in Containers 
Use a large pot or container (at least 20 inches in diameter) with drainage holes in the bottom.  
 
Use loose, well-draining soil (e.g., at least 12 inches of a good “potting mix” with added organ-

ic material). 
A tray of some sort should be placed under the pot to catch any excess water that drains out 

the bottom. 
 
Choose determinate types, such as bush or dwarf varieties. Many cherry tomatoes grow well in 

pots. Taller varieties may need to be staked. 
 
Plant one tomato plant per pot and give each at least 6 hours of sun per day. 
 





 
 

 

Peach Cobbler 
 
½ cup unsalted butter 
1 cup all-purpose flour  
2 cups sugar, divided 
1 tablespoon baking powder 
Pinch of salt 
1 cup milk 
4 cups fresh peach slices 
1 tablespoon lemon juice  
Ground cinnamon or nutmeg (optional) 
 

Directions  

1. Melt butter in a 13- x 9-inch baking dish.  

2. Combine flour, 1 cup sugar, baking powder, and salt; add milk, stirring 

just until dry ingredients are moistened. Pour batter over butter (do not 

stir).  

3. Bring remaining 1 cup sugar, peach slices, and lemon juice to a boil 

over high heat, stirring constantly; pour over batter (do not stir). Sprin-

kle with cinnamon, if desired 

4. Bake at 375° for 40 to 45 minutes or until golden brown. Serve cobbler 
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