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Curry County Health Council Meeting Minutes

April 13, 2023

The April meeting of the Curry County Health Council was called to order at 3:00 pm by Justin Nutt.
Those present for the meeting were:

Justin Nutt, Dan Heerding, Michael Booth, Neicee Bernal, Shelly Meeks, Sam Thrash, Lulu Hita, Mitch
Gray, Erinn Burch, Jan Salazar-Chairez, Tino Zamora, Rita Condon, Eric Archuleta, Kathleen Daniel,
Krystal Gutierrez, Monica Saavedra, Rosa Hammond, Kristian Price, Sarah Bowman, and Casey Peacock.

Minutes:

Minutes for the February and March meetings were presented to the council for approval. No additions
or corrections were noted.

Dan Heerding motioned to approve the minutes from February 9, 2023, with a second from Erinn
Burch. The Curry County Health Council body voted to approve the motion.

Erinn Burch motioned to approve the minutes from February 9, 2023, with a second from Jan
Salazar-Chairez. The Curry County Health Council body voted to approve the motion.

Health Council Coordinator's Summary of Events & Activities:

National Autism Awareness Month Proclamation — Heather Davis with MECA Therapies presented the
proclamation at the April 11th County Commission meeting. MECA Therapies offers services to improve
social communication and interaction and to increase independence and quality of life.

Brain Injury Prevention and Helmet Distribution — There are 126 helmets left to distribute; 13 small, 70
medium, 8 large, and 35 x-large. Neicee Bernal recommended distributing the remaining helmets at the
Communities Talk Event on May 6th at the Clovis Zoo from 8am-2pm. Recommendation for future
helmet distributions and requests were made including Bike to School Day and Bike Rodeo.

Health Council Treasurer’s Financial Report:
March 2023,

A. Fund614:582,986.62

a. The account decreased from the previous month for salaries and operating expenses.
B. Fund 618: $18,954.49

a. The account decreased from the previous month for salaries.
C. Fund619:514,142.75

a. The account decreased from the previous month for salaries.



Presentations:

A. PIT Count Update — Erinn Burch presented data on the Point-in-time count (PIT). Data provides
insight into homelessness by county and across New Mexico.

Open Issues:

A. Executive Board Open Position

a. Secretary — Kristian Price reviews bylaws for appointing a secretary. Chair can
appoint an interim secretary.

B. CHIP Action Steps and Resources/Stakeholders — In December we voted on Death by
Hopelessness as our health priority with a target population of school aged youth. Sam
proposed that our long term action steps include collecting baseline data for access to
behavioral and mental health resources and contacting local organizations that offer youth
services for behavioral and mental health resources. Sam proposed that our short term action
steps include meet with 988 crisis lifeline data training representatives to identify Curry County’s
baseline data and to identify critical need areas and to provide emotional, mental, and
substance misuse resources to school-aged youth of Curry County through flyers, events, and
social media. Our resources would include Curry County Health Council members, local CCHC
organizations, UNM, and NMDOH for funding, transportation, supplies, volunteers, and staff.
Our next Curry County Health Council meeting will be to determine Metrics and Measurable
Outcomes/Impact.

a. Additionally, we are looking into at doing a 988 billboard or other type of advertising to
fulfill some of the CHIP short term goals. The 988 crisis lifeline operators we easy to
connect with and answer questions.

b. NM Connect App was also offered as a resource.

New Business:
A. Sub-Committee Updates
a. Mental Health Sub-Committee
- Discussed lock boxes and distribution through flyers.
b. HEAL Sub-Committee
- Discussed gardening kits/green houses and distribution at summer events.

Health Council Member Round Table:
A. MHR Mental Health Awareness 5k details on their website — Justin Nutt
B. MECA Therapies — ABA Program
C. 988/211/911 Window Clings and United Way of Eastern New Volunteer Service Award - Erinn
Burch

The meeting of the Curry County Health Council adjourned at 4:00 pm.
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