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STATE OF NEW MEXICO

COUNTY OF CURRY

ctw oF TExtco
REGUTAR COUNCIT MEETING

031L212024

The Texico City Council met in a regular session on Tuesday, March L2,2024, at 6:30 p.m. at Texico
Community Center in full compliance with the laws of the State of New Mexico and ordinances and
resolutions of said City with the following members present:

Mayor Deborah Autrey
Council Members Oran Jay Autrey

Max Carter
Sharon Askew
Patricia Natividad

Also Present Connie S. Harrison, City Clerk
Karla Barela, Utility Clerk
Elpidia Solis, Deputy City Clerk
Missy Peacock, Finance

Doug Bowman, Police Chief
Marion Rutter, City Attorney
Billy McCoy, Assistant Fire Chief
Kenneth Sena, Public Works
Rob Pomper, Stateline Tribune
Robert Thornton, Curry County Commissioner
Mark Huerta, EPCOR

Eliaser Natividad
Judge Loera

Felix Loera

Richard Bermea
Blas6 Bermea

lnvocation was given by Mayor Autrey.

A roll call was given for the Mayor and Council Members present:

-

Max Carter Present
Patricia Natividad Present
Mayor Autrey Present
Oran Jay Autrey Present
Councilwoman Askew Present

Mayor Autrey asked for a motion to approve the minutes of February 27,2024, and of February 29,

2024. A motion was made by Councilman Autrey and Councilwoman Askew seconded the motion to
approve the meeting minutes of the regular council meeting of February 27,2024, and the special
meeting of February 29,2024. Councilwoman stated that she saw one mistake in the February 27th

meeting, the word aerators was misspelled. Motion passed 4-0.

Ms. Harrison asked the Mayor to please have those who want to speak to come up to the podium to'\ 
speak so she was able to hear the
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OLD BUSINESS:

A. Ute Water Project - Councilman Carter stated he had nothing to report.
B. Water Conservation - Mark Huerta, EPCOR Representative stated that there weren't a lot of

changes since his last report. Spring and summer time are almost here, and they will be
monitoring the water conservation daily and will notifi7 the city when the stages can change.
He stated that Stage 1 was April 1 - October 1 and is voluntary, Stage 2 is when the pumping
capacity is 85% for 3 consecutive days. Stage is when the pumping capacity is 95% for 5
consecutive days and the final stage, Stage 4 is when the pumping capacity is 98% for 3
consecutive days.

Mr. Huerta mentioned that their representatives from Arizona did come to Texico and spent
time with Mr. Sena. They plan to schedule training sessions and have offered Mr. Sena to
come to Clovis and participate with the staff from the EPCOR office. lf not they will set up a
TEAM's meeting with Mr. Sena to participate in.
As far as the Texico lateral, there was a meeting a few months ago in Texico, that the
ENWUA had asked for, which also included EPCOR. EPCOR is working on finalizing costs to
build the pipeline using 12" pipe. lt would be a benefit to the residents living north of
Texico if EPCOR was to take over this project due to the fact they would be able to provide
water to these residents as well as any housing development that may come in. lf EPCOR

does take over the building part, this would not in any way change the amount of surface
water available to the city. Mr. Huerta feels confident that all attorneys involved will be
able to work together to come up with the best possible plan for all of those affected.

New Business:

A. Bermea Construction - Richard Bermea introduced himself, stating he's had 33 years or more of
experience and he has been licensed in NM for 20 years. His son Blas6 Bermea and to the new
Mayor and Council Members. He wanted to speak and let the council know and he wants to re-
energize the relationship between the city and Bermea. They have done a lot of modernizing
their equipment and can do the work needed on the Texico roads. He stated he drove around
and looked at the roads before attending the meeting.

B. ARPA (American Recovery Act) Funds - Ms. Harrison stated that in looking at the guidelines,
water projects are really the only opportunity the city may be able to participate in. Ms.
Harrison pointed out that ARPA is Federal money, with it will be time consuming, a lot more
work will be involved. We need to let ARPA know what the project will be that the city of Texico
will be completing. Commissioner Thornton clarified that when ARPA first came out it was very
limited. lf it goes over a certain dollar amount the city will have to go through an audit. A lot
more projects are available and need to be verified what exactly the monies can be spent on.
She stated she was told that some of the monies have already been spent on wells. There is

reporting due currently on what has already been spent on. Councilman Autrey asked if the
monies could be used on matches of current water projects. Ms. Harrison stated she would
need to verify this. Mr. Rutter stated that in the last meeting, EPCOR stated that the monitoring
well could possibly be a project. The Mayor and Ms. Harrison have also questioned whether the
monthly fee paid to EPCOR per the contract could be part of this.

C. City Hall Positions
Elpidia Solis - Ms. Solis explained in great detail about each of the positions she currently holds
i n city Ha I l, sta rti nBJ'+i;", 
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o Making sure files are put in order/ Providing the judge files
o Taking court payments and applying them to the correct accounts

She is responsible for following the citation until payments are satisfied and/or
they have followed the Judge's orders.
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o Validate for existing warrants/create monthly payment report
Responsible monthly reporting of AOC reports/accident reports/filing incident
reports

n o Submit a monthly FBt report
Deputy City Clerk:

o Official Certified Public Official with NM State Procurement/must get recertified
every two years

o Reviews Republic Services monthly statements to insure all charges are correct
o Attends allCouncil meetings
o She completes and reports all Senior Citizen assessments. She has been doing
o The Spanish speaking assessments since she started with the city in 2009
o Attends all required training for the Senior Citizen assessments
o Maintains her CPR certification
o Assist the Utility Clerk with payments/cemetery plots and any other questions

regarding the cemetery
o Attends the monthly cemetery board meetings\take minutes
o Goes to the post office and bank daily for City Hall
o General public service

Zoning Official:
o Responsible for all zoning applications/reviewing with customers
o lssues all permits
o Maintains zoning files
o Contacts customers with letters who violate the Building Code and/or

Ordinances
o She works closely with the contracted Building lnspector

n o Attends any meetings or certifications for zoning
Chief Bowman asked to speak and stated to the Council that Ms. Solis is always right there with him no
matter the time of day, night, or the type of incident call to do any translating that is necessary. He also
let the Council know that Ms. Solis received from the Municipal League the 2016 Municipal Court Clerk
award. She was presented this by Supreme Court Justice Vigil.

Karla Barela - Ms. Barela explained in great detail about her position as Utility Clerk (see attachment)

FINANCE:

A. Ms. Harrison gave the Mayor and each of the Council members a copy of the bank report
showing all deposits. She asked that they note the subtraction of the Small City Assistance
funding that is received by the city each February. She recommended to the Council that this
amount, be removed from the General Account, and possibly make an investment with some
of the money currently in the Generalfund. (i.e. CD)

B. Ms. Harrison will need approvalof the payments presented to them. Councilman Carter made
a motion to approve the statements and Councilwoman Natividad seconded the motion.
Motion passed 4-0.

C. DFA - Michael Steininger
Mr. Steininger with DFA was unable to attend the meeting

D. 2022 Audit - Pam Rice

Pam Rice was unable to attend the meeting. She continues to work from Albuquerque
requesting information daily to be scanned and emailed to her. Ms. Rice is going to invite the
State Auditor to attend the exit interview.

ACTION ITEMS:

A. Commissioner Thornton- lntergovernmental Agreement: Curry County stated they have found a

way to save the 1.5 million dollars the city thought they had lost the monies. The Governor was
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holding the city as an example of what will happen if audits are not completed. The County was
able to get the monies appropriated to the county and the county will turn around and give the
monies back to the city. lt is required to be used on the water system only. The
intergovernmental agreement is basically in place to ensure the monies will be spent on the
water system. Dennis Engineering is doing the condition assessment. The County will work with
the city once the Dennis Engineering report comes out. He pointed out that in Section 5 once
everything is completed - the city will be the owner of all improvements and warranties, if any.
He also commended both Ms. Solis and Ms. Barela for all the work they do. Mr. Rutter, pointed
out in Section 4 that we CANNOT go over the monies allotted. The Mayor entertained a motion
to approve the lntergovernmental agreement with the County. A motion was made by
Councilman Carter and seconded by Councilwoman Natividad. Motion was approved 4-0.
Ordinance No. 202 Board of Trustees 12 C-5 - Mr. Rutter explained that the wording in C-5,
second sentence, first part, has been amended to read as follows "lf a majority of all of the
members who are present vote in favor". Entertain a motion to amend Ordinance 2O2. Mr.
Rutter also noted that in Section One (B) was amended to read "All regular meetings of the
Board of Trustees shall be held in any City of Texico Municipal building as set forth in the posted
Agenda prior to each meeting pursuant to the Open Meetings Act of the State of New Mexico."
Roll callvote:

Councilman Carter YES

Councilwoman Natividad yES

Councilwoman Askew yES

Councilman Autrey YES

Republic Services Contract - City Attorney: Marion Rutter explained this contract would now
expire on August 37,2025. He recommended Ms. Solis to place a tickle to remind her 120 days
before the expiration. A motion was made by Councilwoman Natividad and seconded by
Councilwoman Askew
Cannabis - The Mayor explained she wanted to know how much money has been received from
the Cannabis due to monies needed for both the HVAC System and Roof repair. She asked what
fund the expenditures would come out of for both the Community Center and the Senior
Center. Ms. Harrison explained that the Community Center could come out of the cannabis
funds deposited into Finance and the Senior Center funds from cannabis could be used for the
roof repair and HVAC for that building. lt was suggested that beginning March 7,2024, all
cannabis funds received be deposited into one account. lf other departments need money from
this fund, they would then bring it to the Council for a request.
Mayor Autrey asked if there was a motion to entertain an account be opened for all cannabis
funds be deposited into. A motion was made by Councilman Autrey and seconded by
Councilwoman Askew to change the cannabis from being divided amongst funds to be
deposited into one account. Councilman Carter expressed his concerns and would like to see it
stay the way it was voted on earlier by the previous Council. A vote of 3-L passed with
Councilman Carter voting against the motion.

E. Roof Repair Quotes -
F. HVAC System Quotes -

After much discussion on the prices given for roof repair and HVAC systems it was
recommended to talk to lnsurance Services of NM and see if these repairs and HVAC would be
covered by them. The Mayor asked Ms. Harrison to please investigate this. Mr. Rutter
suggested not doing any kind of repairs until the insurance company had been out to look at the
damage. The roof and HVAC system quotes were tabled until further information was given by
the insurance company.

G. Cemetery Board - A motion was made by Councilwoman Natividad and seconded by
Councilman Carter to approve members for the Pavilion Board as presented by Dan Pearce at
the February 27th Council meeting. Those approved to be on the board were:

B.

c.

D.

Allan Meyers Chairman
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Dwain Hill
Marcia Leavell

Oran Jay Autrey
Sam Jenkins

Motion passed 4-0
H. LGRF MAP Control #1200548 - Mayor Autrey asked Ms. Harrison if the amount given to the

Council was the final balance owed to KSA. Ms. Harrison explained that she received
information from Abiel Carrillo showing the following amounts due:

a. lnvoice #ARIV1007719, Nov 30,2023, 52,349.2O
b. lnvoice #AR1V1008282, Jan 27,2024, St+,3gS.gt
c. lnvoice #AR1V1008604, Feb 29,2024, 527,385.34

TOTAL OWED 544,L20.45

d. lnvoice #AR1V1007160, Sept 30,2023, 527,452.08 pAtD

e. TOTAL of four (4) invoices $7L,512.53

REPORTS OF PERSONNEL AND DEPARTMENTS:

Missy Peacock stated Tyler was moving right along.

A motion was made by Councilman Autrey and seconded by Councilwoman Natividad to adjourn the
meeting at 8:45 p.m. Motion passed 4-0.

Member
Member
Member
Member

Connie S. Harrison, City Clerk


