STATE OF NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF CURRY
CITY OF TEXICO
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
05/14/2024

The Texico City Council met in a regular session on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. at the Texico
Senior Citizens Building in full compliance with the laws of the State of New Mexico and ordinances and
resolutions of said City with the following members present:

Mayor Deborah Autrey
Council Members Oran Jay Autrey
Max Carter

Patricia Natividad

Also Present Connie S. Harrison, City Clerk
Karla Barela, Utility Clerk
Elpidia Solis, Deputy City Clerk
Missy Peacock, Finance
Marion Rutter, City Attorney
Doug Bowman, Police Chief
Diane Queener, Fire Chief
Billy McCoy, Asst. Fire Chief
Kenneth Sena, Public Works
Leroy Marquez, Public Works
Terry Martin, Building Inspector
Judge Virginia Loera
Felix Loera
Mark Huerta, EPCOR
Rob Pomper, Stateline Tribune
Orlando Ortega, ENMWUA
Kameron Barnett, ENMWUA
Eliaser Natividad
Marcia Leavell
Connie Loyd
Erick Arreola
Maria G Marrufo

Invocation was given by Mayor Autrey
The pledge to the American flag and New Mexico flag was led by Mayor Autrey

A roll call was given for the Mayor and Council Members present:

Councilman Carter Present
Councilwoman Natividad Present
Mayor Autrey Present
Councilwoman Askew Absent
Councilman Autrey Present

Mayor Autrey asked for a motion to approve the minutes of April 23, 2024. Councilman Carter made a
motion to approve the minutes of April 23, 2024, and Councilman Autrey seconded the motion. Motion
passed 3-0.



OLD BUSINESS:

A. Ute Water Project — Councilman Carter stated that he would defer to those present with
ENMWUA when they speak.

B. Water Conservation — Mark Huerta with EPCOR reported that the Meeks and Highway Pivot
well have been reworked and they would like to begin to pull and get condition assessments
on the other three (3) wells. In the wastewater area, everything is good, and Mr. Sena
continues to work with EPCOR regarding wastewater training.

C. Desert West — Mayor Autrey went over the bids the city has received for double and single
penetration of roads in the city and the cemetery, as well as the bid for the parking lot
located at City Hall.

Mayor Autrey mentioned that it looked promising that the city would be receiving a waiver
on the match of $40,000 required for the $800,000 from the TPF Grant. With this waiver and
the 75% match the city will receive back on the LGRF grant, the city should not have to
return the grant in the amount of $125,000. Desert West is planning to begin work in July or
the first of August 2024.

D. Stipends paid to city employees for work related use of their cell phones —in error the Cell
Phone Policy was discussed and approved under this agenda item. Councilman Carter
moved to approve the Cell Phone Policy and Councilwoman Natividad seconded the motion.
The motion passed 2-1 with Councilman Carter and Councilwoman Natividad in favor and
Councilman Autrey against.

New Business:

A.

Introduction of new Public Works employee — Public Works Supervisor, Kenneth Sena,
introduced Leroy Marquez as the new employee within his department. Mr. Sena stated that he
is an asset to him and the city. Mr. Sena and Mr. Marquez have been busy cleaning the streets
and cleaning up the city parks, trimming trees, etc.

Watering of the city parks with EPCOR — Mark Huerta, EPCOR representative, stated that he did
not see a problem with this and would coordinate with Mr. Sena to develop a watering
schedule. Mr. Huerta stated the watering should be done during the off hours.

Nomination of individuals for Personnel Board — Mayor Autrey stated she would like to
nominate Connie Loyd, resident of the City of Texico and Missy Peacock, HR Director for the city
to be on the Personnel Board.

Councilwoman Natividad asked if the nominees would like to introduce themselves. Both
candidates spoke about their backgrounds and thanked the Mayor and Council for their
nominations. Councilman Autrey made a motion to approve the nominations of both Ms. Loyd
and Ms. Peacock and a second was made by Councilwoman Natividad. Motion passed 3-0.
Employee-Paid Cell Phone Stipend Policy — Mayor Autrey stated that this was on the agenda
twice and had already been discussed and passed.

601 Avenue E — Terry Martin and owner of said property, Maria Marrufo, both were in
attendance. Elpidia Solis, translator for the city translated for Ms. Marrufo who does not speak
English. Ms. Solis through Ms. Marrufo explained that Ms. Marrufo wants access to her
property. Mr. Martin stated that Ms. Marrufo’s contractor would need to contact him and show
him the plans for the access. Mr. Martin did state that he suggested approval of the access road
but only after the Council approved the plans. This will be back on the agenda once the
contractors have met with Mr. Martin submitting the plans for access to him.

820 N Garwood — The owner of the property, Mary Cantu, was not present and Mr. Martin
suggested no action be taken until Ms. Cantu was present.

301 State Street — Marion Rutter, City Attorney stated he would mail a certified letter with a
return receipt to the California address regarding the property located at 301 State Street on the
north side of the cannabis shop. Chief Bowman stated that Ms. Solis had received a call from the
owner requesting an extension and the extension had been passed. Mr. Rutter asked that a
Resolution be placed on the agenda June 11, 2024, Resolution 2024-7, for this property.



H. Ordinance Number 306 Trucks — This Ordinance pertains to the regulation and restriction of
trucks and heavy vehicles parking in residential districts within the City of Texico. Mr. Rutter
stated that he was notified by Chief Bowman that Ordinance 306, dated 2004, was not signed by
either the Mayor or City Clerk. Due to this the Ordinance is not valid and would need to be
tabled and placed on the agenda dated May 28, 2024. Councilman Carter stated he felt that this
should be in the paper, giving owners of trucks and heavy vehicles the opportunity to have a
voice regarding this ordinance.

Mr. Rutter also stated the fines and penalties from 2004 needed to be reviewed as these were
20 years old and the amounts no longer met the charges today.

I.  EPCOR suggested appraiser for Texico Water System — Mayor Autrey discussed with the Council
the appraiser EPCOR would like the Council to approve for the Texico Water System, Mr. Greg
Schieg. Councilman Carter asked who would be paying for this and the Mayor stated that EPCOR
would be. Councilman Autrey made a motion to approve the appraiser and Councilman Carter
seconded the motion. Motion passed 3-0.

J.  ENMWUA Texico Lateral and Interim O & M — Orlando Ortega, Administrator of the Eastern New
Mexico Water Utility Authority introduced himself and thanked the Mayor and Council for
allowing him to speak. Mayor Autrey stated she was ready to suggest to the Council they move
forward with the lateral until she received a letter from Mr. Ortega stating that the City had
agreed to have the city do the operation and maintenance of the lateral. Mayor Autrey stated
that she is new along with two (2) of the council members and needed more information
regarding this. “We found the minutes from July 11, 2023. .. .. “Mr. Ortega mentioned that it
would save both the City and ENMWUA monies, if the city were the operators of the pipeline.
The Public Works employees would need to be certified operators.” Mayor Autrey commented
that the city had already lost one Public Works employee and it was soon after the meeting of
July 11 that the other employee in Public Works left. The city does not have the employees to
do the O & M on the lateral.

Mr. Ortega agreed that everything in the minutes was correct and continued to state that by
Texico doing the O & M on the lateral would save the city money. Mr. Kameron Barnett,
attorney for ENMWUA stated that either the Authority or Texico would have to be the ones in
charge of the O & M. Mr. Ortega stated that with the urging of Texico and it’'s ENMWUA
representative, Texico was moved to make them a priority.

Mayor Autrey asked the question to both Councilman Carter and Councilman Autrey if they
were aware of the O & M when they were originally spoken to by ENMWUA about the lateral.
Councilman Carter stated yes if the lateral was approved.

Mr. Ortega continued to state throughout his presentation that they had to have someone
certified before ENMWUA could move forward. He also made the comment that ENMWUA had
assumed previously that Texico had someone certified since the city was running a water
system.

ENMWUA does have an agreement with EPCOR that they would in the interim provide water to
the city until the lateral was completed. The design for the lateral is 100% completed and there
are seven (7) easements within Texico that still need to be acquired. Mr. Huerta with EPCOR
agree that it would be a cost savings to the city if they were able to do the O & M. He also
recommended having someone with the city involved during the construction process.

Mr. Sena asked what level of certification needed to be had. Councilman Autrey stated that the
city had been told previously that the city employees would have to have at least a Level 2
certification. Mr. Autrey commented it would take at least a year to a year in half for one of the
Public Works employees to receive their certification. Mr. Sena stated that with the certification
he already had he would be able to take the test for Level 2.

Mayor Autrey stated that she needed to understand the steps that needed to be taken before
ENMWUA could continue with the lateral. A certified operator was number one and needed to
be on file. Mr. Huerta commented that an amended agreement within the current agreement
the city has with EPCOR could be done to have a certified operator so the lateral could move
forward.



1. Operator on record would be the City of Texico

2. Certified Operator would be EPCOR for the interim

3. Administrator would be the City of Texico

Mayor Autrey asked for a motion to move forward with the lateral. Councilman Carter
made the motion to approve the continuation of the later with EPCOR as the O & M in
the interim and the city would take over as O & M once we had employees certified.
Councilman Autrey seconded the motion. Motion passed 3-0.

Ms. Harrison stated to Mayor Autrey that after reviewing the agenda Item D — Discussion and
possible action of stipends paid to employees for work related use of their personal cell phones
under Old Business was never approved. The Council approved Item D under New Business
when discussing this.

Mayor Autrey asked for a motion to approve Item D under Old Business. Councilwoman
Natividad made a motion to approve a stipend paid to employees for work related use of their
personal cell phones and Councilman Carter seconded the motion. Motion passed 2-1 with
Councilman Carter and Councilwoman Natividad voting yes and Councilman Autrey voting no.

FINANCE:

A.

Financial Report — Connie Harrison

Ms. Harrison stated that all transfers that were approved by the Council had been completed
and all checking accounts were now in the positive.

Approval to pay current statements — Councilwoman Natividad made A motion to approve
current statements and seconded by Councilman Carter. Motion passed 3-0.

Michael Steininger — DFA

Ms. Harrison stated that Mr. Steininger had returned to Santa Fe and would be back in
approximately one month.

Pam Rice — 2022 Audit

Mes. Rice met with Mayor Autrey, City Council members, Michael Steininger and Ms. Harrison to
go over the 2022 Audit. Once the NM State Office of the Auditor approves the 2022 audit it will
be available to talk about further.

2025 Budget — Ms. Harrison stated that the 2025 budget had been gone over with the Mayor
and City Council, but they would meet further once she was able to review the numbers further
and they coincided with all records.

Designation of CPO (Chief Procurement Officer)

Ms. Harrison explained to the Council that Ms. Solis was the CPO for the City of Texico for
approximately six years. Only after researching the NM State Procurement website Ms. Harrison
discovered that there had been no one registered with the state as the CPO for the City of
Texico. Ms. Solis has stated she is no longer interested in being the CPO and has agreed to
continue helping with this until Ms. Harrison receives her recertification in October. Missy
Peacock has received her certification as a CPO and Ms. Harrison is requesting that she be
registered with the NM State Procurement office as the official CPO for the City of Texico. A
motion was made by Councilman Autrey and seconded by Councilman Carter to allow Ms.
Harrison to register Ms. Peacock as the office CPO for the City of Texico. Motion passed 3-0.

ACTION ITEMS:

A.

Resolution 2024-4 A Resolution Declaring Property Located at 405-Wheeler Street a Dangerous
Building. Councilman Autrey moved to approve Resolution 2024-4 and Councilwoman Natividad
seconded the motion. Motion passed 2-1 with Councilman Autrey and Councilwoman Natividad
voting yes and Councilman Carter voting no.

*A roll call vote was not taken in error by the City Clerk

Resolution 2024-5 Resolution Vacating the Alleyway Portion of Turner Street south of Highway
60-70-84 and North of the Railroad Due to Non-Use. Mr. Rutter noted this was the property
currently owned by Stripes. He also noted that the city would need to sign two (2) copies of
Resolution 2024-5 because one had to be filed with Curry County. Councilman Autrey made a



motion to approve vacating the alleyway located at Stripes, Councilwoman Natividad seconded
the motion. Motion passed 3-0.
*A roll call vote was not taken in error by the City Clerk

C. Resolution 2024-6 Resolution for the Participation of EPCOG FY 2025
Ms. Harrison stated to keep our membership with EPCOG a resolution needed to be passed and
that a membership fee of $600.00 would need to be paid. Councilman Carter made a motion to
renew the EPCOG membership and approve the membership fee and seconded by
Councilwoman Natividad. Motion passed 3-0.
*A roll call vote was not taken in error by the City Clerk

PUBLIC COMMENT:
There was no public comment.

REPORTS OF PERSONNEL AND DEPARTMENTS:
Mr. Rutter stated he would need the original Resolution 2024-5 to file with the County Clerk.

Judge Loera attended the Judge’s Conference and learned that July 1, 2024, the state will be doing away
with the $29.00 fee currently being collected for state agencies. Some municipalities are suggesting
adding the $29.00 to fines. The state is wanting to phase out Municipal Courts.

Chief Queener stated that the Fire Department had to cancel installing smoke detectors for the south
side of Texico on May 11, 2024, due to rain. They will be rescheduling and notifying the public of the

new date.

Connie Harrison made the Council aware of an award to be given to Chief Bowman by the US Attorney’s
office for his role in a case he was active in solving.

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Councilwoman Natividad, and Councilman Autrey
seconded the motion. Motion passed 3-0 and the meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.
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